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LEGISLATIVE SESSION REACHES HALFWAY MARK 

Thursday marked the halfway point of this year’s 60-day legislative 
session. A total of 1,127 bills have been introduced in the House, with 54 
House bills having passed the full House and 22 bills having completed 
legislation. Six bills have been signed by the Governor, including bills to 
offer even more educational options for families and alternative certification 
for teachers in the state.  

The first bill passed by the full House this session, H.B. 2001, which would 
create the Jumpstart Savings Account program to allow for pre-tax savings 
for those working toward learning a trade or establishing a new business 
within the state, recently completed the legislative process. It now waits for 
action from the Governor. 

Another important component to increasing broadband coverage 
throughout West Virginia moved closer to being complete this week. 
Senate Bill 295 would expand the insurance for loans broadband builders 
would get from their banks to build the broadband infrastructure, along with 
adding in even more transparency and protections to ensure the funds are 
used correctly. 

House committees remain busy moving proposals through the process, 
and with state department budget presentations completed, the House 
Finance Committee has begun taking up issues of importance for the 
state, including supplemental funding for state agencies and taxation. 

S.B. 344 passed the Senate last week. The bill eliminates the sunset date 
for the qualified rehabilitated buildings investment credit and the maximum 
amounts allowable of the tax credit. S.B. 368 authorizes the DEP to 
develop Reclamation of Abandoned and Dilapidated Properties Programs. 
It also has passed the Senate. 

 

S.B. 277, creating COVID-19 Jobs Protection Act has completed legislative 
action. This legislation, introduced by Governor Justice, provides a liability 
shield for employers in West Virginia for claims that may arise due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. On March 11, the West Virginia Legislature 
completed legislative action on S.B. 272, the West Virginia Employment 
Law Worker Classification Act. The Act establishes a single, statewide 
standard to evaluate whether an individual providing services to a business 
is an independent contractor or a bona fide employee. The Act now heads 
to the Governor, who is expected to sign the Act into law.  

 

S.B. 275 is the Governor’s bill to create an intermediate appellate court in 
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West Virginia. The bill is very similar to the legislation passed by the 
Senate last year and would create an intermediate court of appeals in 
West Virginia. S.B. 275 was approved by the House Judiciary last week 
and is now in House Finance Committee. 

 

GOVERNOR JUSTICE INTRODUCES INCOME TAX ELIMINATION 
BILLS 

 

Gov. Justice introduced his anticipated legislation to eliminate the state’s 
income tax and replace the revenue with a series of tax increases and 
elimination of exemptions on professional services. The governor believes 
people will move to West Virginia if there was no income tax, given the 
state’s location to many of the nation’s population centers. The governor 
responded swiftly to a letter submitted to legislators by the West Virginia 
Business & Industry Council which applauded the governor’s initiative to 
make West Virginia an attractive state in which to live and work but 
expressed concern on whether the legislation shifted taxes to businesses. 
He criticized BIC and its members (CAWV is a BIC member) in his 
Thursday Town Hall segment for not fully supporting S.B. 600 and H.B. 
2027. The bills are referred to the Finance Committees in both Houses. 

“Meaningful tax reform is difficult, but we have people leaving our state 
every day in search of prosperity, and we’ve got to reverse that trend,” said 
House Finance Committee Chairman Eric Householder, R-Berkeley. “I do 
believe tax reform is one of the big reasons people are leaving the state, 
so we’ve got to work on reversing that trend, and I think we can do it with a 
moderate approach.” 

The chairman announced Friday that the House of Delegates will be 
introducing its version of an income tax elimination bill that would be 
different from the governor’s plan. The two plan to meet Wednesday to 
discuss, the chairman noted. 

LICENSING BILLS MOVE THROUGH SENATE 

 

The Senate Government Organization Committee voted out of committee 
S.B. 2006, which modifies West Virginia’s contractors licensing law, and 
H.B. 2008, which deals with licensing of HVAC, plumbing, electrical and 
fire sprinkler workers. Few amendments were adopted in committee to 
amend the House version of the bills. The most notable change in S.B. 
2006 was to reduce the threshold before an individual needs to get a 
contractors licensing from $10,000 to $5,000 for residential construction 
and from $50,000 to $25,000 for commercial construction. The bill does 
transfer the Contractors Licensing Board from Chapter 21 to Chapter 30, 
what most every other professional licensing board falls under. Questions 
were raised in committee whether Chapter 30 boards require licensed 
professionals to take continuing education courses annually in order to 
maintain their licenses. 

 

Senate Government Organization is expected to take up S.B. 2007 
Tuesday. The bill covers all licensed professions including architects and 
engineers. Anyone that is licensed in another state would automatically 
receive a West Virginia license, even if that state does not hold to the 
same high standard established by West Virginia occupational licensing 
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boards. Most every organization and industry oppose S.B. 2007 with few 
endorsing it, yet chances are it will pass the Senate since it one of the 
House of Delegates’ priority bills. 

 

HIGHWAY BILLS IN HOUSE AND SENATE 

 

The Senate Transportation and Infrastructure Committee reported out two 
bills dealing with the WV Division of Highways. S.B. 489 transfers the sales 
tax paid by contractors on WVDOH work from the state’s general fund to 
the State Road Fund. The CAWV introduced this legislation in 2007 to 
provide additional funding for the ailing road fund. When the highway 
funding bills were passed in 2017, this statute was repealed. S.B. 489 
restores the refund which is anticipated, due to the Roads To Prosperity 
bond projects, to be about $20 million annually. The bill passed out of 
Senate T&I and is in Senate Finance. S.B. 474 give the WVDOH the 
authority to purchase its own materials and administer building projects 
without have to go through the state Purchasing Division. The bill is in 
Senate T&I. 

 

H.B. 2503, introduced by Del. Marty Gearheart, R-Mercer, removes the 
tolls on the West Virginia Turnpike when the bonds sold to pay for turnpike 
and associated roadways construction and maintenance. After years of 
trying, Del. Gearheart was successful a few years ago to get the same bill 
passed. The statute was changed when the governor proposed the Roads 
To Prosperity road bond amendment to include selling turnpike bonds that 
would be repaid with toll revenues. The West Virginia Parkways Authority 
has sold about $170 million in bonds with about another $300 million 
available to sell. A planned bond sale was put on hold in 2020 due to 
reduce revenue on the West Virginia Turnpike due to COVID. H.B. 2503 
also requires the West Virginia Legislature to approve future bond sales. 
The House Technology and Infrastructure passed out the bill Friday. The 
CAWV hopes to kill the bill in House Judiciary Committee where the bill 
goes next. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE BILL INFORMATION 

 

House and Senate bills can be accessed from the CAWV’s Legislative 
home page at www.cawv.org/legislative. Members can view status updates 
on bills of interest to the construction industry and see what legislation is 
introduced that affects the construction industry. A summary of each day’s 
activities will be uploaded each afternoon.  

 

Below is a list of bills that have been introduced this week that have 
an impact on the construction industry or some CAWV members. 
Anyone needing further information can contact Mike Clowser at 
(304) 342-1166 or email at mclowser@cawv.org. 

 

 

HOUSE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 
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HB 2027  

Del. Hanshaw (Mr. 
Speaker) and Skaff [By 

Request of the Executive] 

Relating to personal income tax reduction 
(FN) 

03/09/21 - To Finance 

HB 2988  

Del. Householder and 
Criss [By Request of the 

WV State Tax & Revenue 
Department] 

Establishing causes for revocation, 
cancellation, or suspension of a business 
registration certificate 

03/09/21 - To Judiciary 

HB 2997  

Del. Haynes, Graves, J. 
Pack, Kessinger, Phillips, 

Steele, Bates, Hanna, 
Toney and G. Ward 

Adding a defense to the civil penalty 
imposed for a result of delivery of fuel to a 
state other than the destination state printed 
on the shipping document for fuel 

03/09/21 - To Judiciary 

HB 3002  

Del. Worrell, Dean, 
Paynter, Howell, Evans, 

Toney, Reed, Booth, 
Brown, Bridges and Bates 

Update road abandonment process (FN) 

03/09/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 3007  

Del. Young, Thompson, 
Hornbuckle, Williams and 

Bates 

Create Pilot Program for Remote Workers 
(FN) 

03/09/21 - To 
Workforce 
Development then 
Finance 

HB 3016  Del. Pritt 
Require utility and cable companies that 
operate here to have call centers located in 
WV 

03/09/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 3041  Del. Rowe Relating to the minimum wage (FN) 

03/10/21 - To 
Workforce 
Development then 
Finance 

HB 3046  Del. J. Pack 

Reduce the number of board members of 
the Parkways Authority and to appoint board 
members who are from the counties that are 
contiguous to the Turnpike 

03/10/21 - To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 

HB 3052  Del. Foster 
Creating the Interstate Mobility and 
Universal-Recognition Occupational 
Licensing Act (the Freedom to Travel Act) 

03/10/21 - To 
Government 
Organization then 
Judiciary 

HB 3076  

Del. Gearheart, Smith, 
Ellington, Longanacre, 

Riley and Paynter 
Eliminating courtesy patrol programs (FN)  

3/11/21 – To 
Government 
Organization then 
Finance 

HB 3098  

Del. Thompson, Walker, 
Barach and Griffith 

Prohibit at-will employment and mandate 
that employees may only be dismissed for 
cause after completing a probationary 
period. 

3/12/21 – To Workforce 
Development then the 
Judiciary 

HB 3115  

Del. Thompson, Walker, 
Barach, Griffith, Zukoff and 

Young 

Guarantee Earned Sick Days for every 
worker (FN) 

3/12/21 – To Workforce 
Development then 
Finance 

HB 3122  Del. Riley  
Relating to the establishment and operation 
of reginal water, wastewater and stormwater 
authorities 

3/12/21 – To 
Technology and 
Infrastructure then 
Government 
Organization 
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SENATE BILLS 

Bill # Sponsors Proposal Introduced/Committee 

SB 600  

Sen. Blair (Mr. President) 
and Baldwin [By Request 

of the Executive] 

Relating to personal income tax reduction 
(FN) 

03/09/21 - Finance 

SB 602  Sen. Sypolt 
Removing residency requirement for 
Commissioner of Highways 

03/09/21 - 
Transportation and 
Infrastructure 

SB 620  Sen. Caputo Repealing WV Workplace Freedom Act 
03/10/21 - Workforce 
then Judiciary 

SB 635  Sen. Hamilton 
Requiring State Fire Commission proposed 
rules for sprinkler protection in basements of 
certain buildings 

3/12/21 – Government 
Organization 

SB 637  Sen. Nelson 
Removing salt from list and definition of 
minerals for severance tax purposes (FN) 

3/12/21 - Finance 
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